
HOW THE GERMAN CITIES LEND MONEY A TLOW RATES.
](SpocIal Correspondenco of The Times-

Dispatch.)
LBIPSIO, May 4.1 spent this morning

In a pawnbrokers shop. It belongs
to the city of Dolpslg, and irioans on/
hundred» of thousands of dollars a year.
It has a capital of less than a hundred
thousand dollars, but It borrows more

from the City Savings Bank nt three nnd
one-half per cent. Interest nnd charge«!
about eight per cent, to fis customer*
who bring as Hocurlty watches, clocks,
furniture, old clothes and everything ru¬
der the sun. Ijoat yenr It made about
two hundred thousand loans, which on
Ihe average would bo moro than one for
»very family In Lolpslg.

In the Loaning Rooms.
I spent some time watching the pawn-

f.rokers take In tho goodH and give out
ho money. Tho loaning rdom Is large

»nil divided In bnlf by counters. On one
»ida* aro tho pawnbroking clerk«, and on
the other, nt tho timo of my -visit, were
»bout 20») mon, womon nnd children, each
holding n bundle waiting to get money
upon It. Thoy were lined up like the sin¬
gle (lie before a theatre window at an

op'-nlttg night. Each dickered with the
clerks, trying to get the most for his
goods.
As the articles were placed on tho

counter, their value was estimated by an

appraiser, who gave tho owner a check
for the nmount to bo loanel. Ho took this
a little further on to tho cashier, who
paid out tho money and gave him
a ticket. Another man then took the
goods and bundled them nway on a shelf.
Tho amounts were generally small, sel¬
dom m»>r»> than a dollar. Many were for
one, two or three marks, or twenty-five,
f.fty and seventy-live cents. Tho Interest
charged was two pfennigs for each mark,
or one-hnlf cent for each twenty-live
cents, per month.
This pawnshop was established soven-

ly-olglit years ngo, and sinco thon It has
lonned out millions. Its loans Inórense
(luring hard tlmoR and decrease -?.'*-en the
times are good. Tho Institution Is worked
for the benefit of the people. Thn Interest
Is kept down to the lowest rale and the
articles are so valued that practically
nothing Is lost. The most of the arteles
¦ re redeemed, less than ten per cent, be¬
ing left for sale at auction.
The auction wns going on In another

room during my stay, and I went In to
.watch It. Tho room was filled with bid¬
ders, nml the auctioneer knocked the
goods off without delay, I noticed that
they sold for a little bit more than their
valuation. A clock which was marked
12.fin, sold for $3, and other things In pro¬
portion.

The City Savings Bank.
This paw nhokers shops Is connected with

lhe city Saivlngs Bank, which has deposits
amounting to about $17,000,000, and now

deposits of something like 13,090,00«) a year.
It pays about three per cVnt Interest,
and loans Its money out for three nnd
nne-linlf per cent, and upward, the pnwn-
brnklng branch paying three and one-
half per cent. ,

Tho bank Is not run to mako money,
Dut In the Interests of the people. It has
.low about 180,000 depositors, and of these
sioro than 70.000 have deposits of less
than 116; 28.OM have between 115 and 135,
and only 3*>,("M more than ÎH2.
Much of the depositing Is done by"

means of stamps. A man can buy a stamp
for ten pf<»nnlgs, or less than 11-2 cents,

. *nd deposit this In tho penny savings
lank. Such stamps are san-ed until thoy

amount to a mark or more, when they
nre deposited. There are stamp ofltces nil
over Iho city, nnd one can put nwny his
small change Into the savings bank al¬
most as easily as Into tho btier saloons.

German Savings Banks,
Buch savin km banks are to be found In

nearly nil the cities of Germany. That,
of Berlin has about one hundred differ¬
ent branches; Its depositors number more

than half a million, nnd the deposits are

about »50.000.000. Dresden haB nlmost
half ns much In her savings hank, and
there nre a number of other German
cities which have as much as ",20,000,000
each.
In addition to these city bnnks there

are private Havings banks, which are to
a certain extent under tho supervision
of the government. In these tho deposits
are limited by law to 0,000 mark*, and
the Interest rate Is fixed annually by the
board of directors, It Is usually low,
nbout 8 per cent. In thees banks $40 can
be chocked out on any one day, but a

month's notice must bo given for the
withdrawal of more than that sum up to
1,000 marks, and six months' notloe for
larger sums.

The German Mails Help the Farmers.
I have written of the modern postal

servie«« of Switzerland nnd Prance. Tlint
of Germany Is equally good. The gov¬
ernment hero works for the people and
helps thorn do their business. The post¬
ónico department forw.ards nil kinds of
express, Including farm iproducei and
merchandise. There aro regular wagons
for such work. I seo them at the sta¬
tions piled high with crates and baskets.
When 1 cnmo Into the big depot at Leip¬
zig yestorday 1 heard a hon cackling
nnd a duck quiicklng. By and by a roos¬
ter crowed, and I looked nbout for a

farm ynrd In tho heart of this city of a

hnif million people. I found it on the
top of the mall wagons, each of which
was driven by ft postman In uniform.
The wagons were loaded with crates of
duckB, chickens and other fowÎH. One
box conlalne<l two white pigeons and
another a dozen big turkeys. There were

postage stamps on tho backs of tho
boxes, and I was told that they had been
sent In from tho country through the
post nt so much per pound. I took a

photograph of tho wagons, their hel-
moted drivers laughing as I did so.
The German States, with the exception

of Bavaria and Wurtemberg, are In the
imperial postage service, which is one

of the largest In Europe. It has 200,000
employes nnd about 87.000, officers. It
handles a billion copies of printed mat¬
ter, a billion postal cards and about two
billion letters every year, and It does
It at a profit. Our Postofilce Department
annually runs behind. That of Germany
runs ahead. She gives a better service
than we do at n lower rate, and at the
same times makes a profit of M.öOO.OöO
out of It.
Pneumatic Tubes as Letter-Carriers«
Berlin, for Instance, has a pneumatlc-

tube system superior to any quick: deliv¬
ery system of New York. By it tele¬
grams, letters and postal cards can be
sent from one part of the city to another
more quickly thnn by telegraph, at n cost
of 0 cents a card or 7% cents per letter.
If you pay 12 cents you can have a pre¬
paid answer. This post Is called the
rohr, or tube, post. Its ofllcen aro dls-
tlnguiihed by a red lamp, nnd are to be
found In nil parts of Berlin.
Tho telegraph and telephones of Ger¬

many belong to the government, and.
consequently, their charges are lower
than ours. The rate for all Germany

nnd Austria-Hungary Is 1 1-4 cent? a

word, whllo thnt to Belgium, Ponm.irk,
Holland nnd Switzerland is only 2'0
cents. You can sond a dispatch to HTng-
land, Norway or Italy for less than 4
conta per word, and to almost any place
In Europo for less thin 5 cents.

A Book Metropolis.
I have spent some t'mo heio with

Brnliiard II. Wnrnor, Jr., ono of tho
youngest and brightest mon In our con¬
sular service He has been making an
Investigation of the book Irado, and
through him I am able to tell you some¬
thing of tho book metropolis of Eu¬
rope. .
Lolpstg does more book handling than

any other city in tho world in proportion
to Its sise. It has it» book-stores and

THE GREAT BOOK EXCHANGE AT LEIBSIG.

publishing establishments. It has almost
2tW different printing houses and about
S.fXO publishing firms represented by
agents, it has a book publishers' ex¬

change and clearing house, and its ar¬

rangements are such that books are sent
out daily by the thousands from hero
to all parts of Germany.
There are 6.CO0 retail book-dealers In

tho empire, and the book-stores of Aus¬
tria and German Switzerland nre fed
from here. All publishers have their
figonts at Leips'g nnd muny keep full
stocks of books on hand so that they
can supplv orderB at an hour's notice.
There Is a regular systom of sending
out books by cheap freight and express,
and the agents arrange for quick deliv¬
ery and mako all collections. They re¬

present the book-store's, as well as the

publishers, and tho system is such that
the publishers so represented coma Into
direct contact with the buyers all over
Germany, und by th" I,. Ipsig agency
throw their books Into sonietnlng like
10,000 stores. About tho only provision
is that all books must l.o delivered in
Lolpfllg free of freight chatgo.-i, tho book-
dealers expecting to pay tho charge from
Leipslg to tho!r respective Btores.
Some of the Amrlcan firm:» laave such

agencies, and It would pay all of our

publishers to appoint such ,-ipresenta-
tlves. I havo gone through tt:e look
clearing house. It Is a beautiful building!
thoroughly equipped for the purpose. I
havo also visited some of the chief p-"--
llslilng establishments. Including the fa¬
mous ono of Breltkopf and Hnertol. Thcy
all do good worlt, hut In modern convcnl-

enees are far behind similar establish¬
ments In tho United States.

Leipsic's $20,000,000 Railroad Station«
Every one hero says Germany Is hav¬

ing hard times. It may be so, but that
la not delaying public Improvements. The
city of Loipsig is planning a railroad sta¬
tion which will cost twenty million dol¬
lars, or five times ns much as tho new

union station at "Washington. There are

at present about half a dozen depols.
These will bo done nwny with, and tills
structure will be built In their place.
Dresden recently built up a rallrond de¬

pot costing millions; I have nlrondy de¬
scribed tho station at Frankfort, which
cost eight and ono-half millions. Berlin
haa a. number of fine depots. Cologne has

good railroad building», and so havo al¬
most all tho cities of Germany.
Tho railroads hero \.o'.or.g to the gov¬

ernment, and they am very well man¬

aged, though not as luxurious In their
appointments as ours. Tho cars aro alter
tho European fashion.first, socond anil
third-class. Thoy are divided into com¬
partments. On the bitter trains there
uro lavatories, but an extra chaigo Is
niado for tho uso of towel and soap.
This Is furnished by a jaenny-In-tho-slot
box. You put In a ton pfennig piece and
pull out a ¡Htlo rag and a piece of soap.
The rag Is too small to dry you well, and
the soap Is Just onough for ono wash¬
ing.
Tho third-class cars have no such nc-

commodaitliuis. Many of them are with¬
out cushioned seats. There Is also a

fourth-class, where most of tho passen¬
gers stand up. Tho rates of tho first-class
are about tho same as ours, socond-class
a littlo cheaper and third and fourth-
classes very low.

The Ubiquitous Slot Boy
Wponklng of slot-boxes, they aro to be

found everywhere here ami of every
kind. In some of the cities you can buy
tiatV.ets on tho yiovated railroads by
dropping a German nickel, which menns

two and ono-half cents. In tho slot. There
are slot boxes which sell postal cards
nnd slot restaurants, whoro you can got
anything from n. thimbleful of benedic¬
tino or chartreuse to a glass of cham-

pagno or a schooner of beer, from a c«ioc-

olato cream to a sllco of roast beef. Th«
ail\antngo of tho slot icac.hlna Is tint It

clifrpetiflos with feeln?. There e.:e m

waiters and hence no feos, and trlf
** here one has to pay from 2 iehtS to s

dim1 for every service, amounts to much

German Economy.
Tho Germans appreciate small savings.

The richer among them spend a great
deal but they know Just whore the money

groes and try to get the worth of IL The

poor got more for their money perhaps
than any otlior poor in Europe outside the
Fronoh. Thoy know how to prevent waRte.
In oooklng nothing Is lost. Tho crusts of

broad and stale pieces of tho loaf are

kept to thicken tho next day's soup and

tho waste paper of the poor man is kept
for fuel.
Gorman stoves are economical. They are

made of porcelain and n.ro often a yard
square and from six to eight feet tall.
Each »tovo has a series of flues nnd a

vory ltttlo fuel suJllces to wnrm It. Once
hot Is gives out a gentío beat all day,
using about ono-thlrd tho coal or an

American baso hunier and nothing like
that of a furnace. Every bit of coal Is
saved and a great part of that now used
Is In tho shape of briquettes or bricks
mndo of cold dust, so tightly pressed that
they aro as hard us the coal Itself and
at tho samo timo perfectly clean. This
Is a great business In Germany.

Cheap House Servants.
Tho Germans havo a botter system of

domestic servlco than wo havo. In Leip-
slg and other German cities tho people
llvo In flats so that tho most of tho work
la confined to one floor. Every room Is
valuable and tho servant usually baa llt-
tlo moro than a closet to sleoc In. Tho
mistress of tho house knows all about
housekeeping, that being a part of every
German girl's education, nnd she watch¬
es to seo that no food is wnsted. The
Borvnnts aro seldom given tho samo food
as the family and among somo'lt Is cus¬

tomary to glvo tho hired girl an allow¬
ance of two or three cents for her supper
nnd let her buy It outside. If there Is
fruit on tho tablo It seldom goes out to
the kitchen.

I am much Interested In tho employ¬
ment agencies hero. Each town has one
or more such institutions supported by
low charges upon employers and em¬
ployes. Tho chnrgo Is about 12 cents for
getting a servant and half that amount
to the servant who wants a placo. Tho
law« provide that every servant shall
havo a record or pass book telling whore
she wa«- born, her age and previous sor-
vltudo. It must have tho records on the
place« she has worked and the signa¬
tures of her former employers testifying
to her character. Tho police must stamp
every record showing that It Is correct.
A dollar a week Is a big price for a"

hired girl, and at one of tho agencies I
was told that excellent servants could
bo had from $2.50 to Ç4 per month. Tho
servants in theso bureaus looked like
good girls. Thoy were well dressed,
though not as extravagantly aa their
-¦lass In America.

Housekeeping Schools.
There are many schools hero for train¬

ing servant girls. Berlin ha« an organi¬
zation known as the Housewives Union
which devotos Itself to such things. It
gives prizes for good servants, reward¬
ing every girl who stays flvo years at
one place with a littlo gold pin and a

memorial; and after ten years a second

prlzu of $2,r>0 In gold. .Thcro are many
housekeeping schools for tho daughters
of the well-to-do nnd tho rich, and It 1«
not en uncommon thing for a nice German
girl, whoso father Is modonitoly well off,
to go Into tho houso of a stranger of tho
samo class to learn housekeeping; the!
Idea Is that sho will bo mado to work,
which might not bo tho caso at home.
Tho housekeeping schools are attend¬

ed by all classes. I found ono at tho
Krupp works and have visited others
hero nnd there ovor Germany. Tho girls)
are taught to cook, bake, wash anil Iron.
They learn sowing, mending, knitting and
dressmaking, and also everything In con¬
nection with housekeeping. Nearly every
school has Its kitchen garden, the work
of which Is dono by tho pupils, und In a

number of schools cows are kept and the
gris are taught to milk and to make but¬
ter and cheese.

I was surprised at the scientific chnr-
noter of the instruction, livery girl keeps
an Itemized account of Just what each
meal costs. She must set down the weight
and value of every Ingredient ns well ns
the timo required for cooking, so that
at the end she knows Just how mucli sho
has spoilt for each dish and the wholo
meal ns well ns Just how sho has cooked
It. With such «in education a girl can
I11I almost any station In life as wife,
housekeeper, cook or general servant.

Schools for Everything.
Tho Germans nra running wild over,

technical education. They hnvo about tho
host schools of tho worliY, from tho uni¬
versities dowtu. IWItlïin tho past few
years they have boon establishing a vnst
number of technical schools for every
branch ot manufacturo and Industry«
There nro schools for butchers, bakers«
anrl candlestick makers. At Chemnitz,
below Lelpslg. the cotton center ot Ger¬
many, thero aro schools for weavers and;
designers. In othor parts thora are
schools for doll and toy makers, and In
Berlin a school for blacksmiths.
Thero are eleven industrial art schools!

In Berlin, with more than 2.SO0 pupils.
There aro commercial high schools hero
in Lelpslg, and also In Cologne, attended
by men who expect to mako their llvlns
In trado and by exporting and lmportng.
At "Wllholmshof In Witzenhausen there«
Is a colonial school whero men aro edu¬
cated for service In the German posses¬
sions In Africa, China and the South Sea,
Islands.
In nil theso schools the rates of tuition!

nro low, and that notwithstanding that
tho professors are men of recognized abil¬
ity. They are of so much Importance
that a federal buroau Is being organized
to supervise them, and tho leading man¬
ufacturers tell mo that the Gorman
trade of tho future will bo largely built
upon Its technical education.

The Technical School Movement.
The samo movement Is going on In thd

other countries of Europo, Thero are
technical schools In France and Switz¬
erland, Holland nnd Belgium and a largo
number In Austria. That country Is now,
spentllng more than a million dollars a.
year In industrial education, and It has
within a short timo begun to estaltsh
commercial schools to educnto Its people
In commer-co and trade. Wo should found,
such schools all over tho United States.
Every manufacturing center should havo
them, and thero should bo commercial
colleges on the broadest linos in all our
cities. Here Is a noble field for soma
would-be Carnegie of tho future.

FRANK G. CARPENTER.

EARLIER DAYS OF RAILROAD CONSTRUCTION IN VIRGINIA
While looking over old papers in the

nies of the general passenger offices of
the Chesapeake and Ohio Railway Com¬
pany In Washington, Mr. George W.
Coombs, confidential clerk to Mr. H. W.
Fuller, the general passenger agent,
found a few days ago an annual report
of the old Virginia Central Railroid
Company for tho year ending September
BO, 1KJ7. and forwarded It to friends In
Richmond for Inspection. Viewed from
the standpoint of present railroad de¬
velopment this old report apenks volumos
for what h-as been done in the less than
fifty years slnco It was written.
In tho year 1847 tho road was In op¬

eration between Hanover Junction and
Bordonsvllle, a distance of forty-nine
miles, and tho gross receipts for that
year wore C47,tS>2, being less than $1,000
per mile. During lK",r, tracks wore laid
from Hanover Junction into Richmond,
Which move on th6 part of the Virginia
Central gave rise to much expensive liti¬
gation with tho rival roid, the Richmond,
predericksburg and Potomac, which, In
Ihoso days was the grnt artery between
Iho North and tho South, having a rail
lino from Richmond and Acqula Creok,
S'hlch there met with a line of stenm-
>rs to Washington, whore a connection
ivas made with tho Baltimore and Ohio
toad.

HAD MUCH LITIGATION.
Desirous of holding Buch a control of

traille from North to South and vice
versa, tho Richmond, Fredericksburg and
Potomac, some timo aftor tho Virginia
Central had begun work on the lino be¬
tween Hanover Junction and Richmond,
filed suit In tho Virginia courts asking
Íbr an injunction to arrest the work of
ts rival on the ground that the Legls-
aturo had granted tho oidor road ex¬
clusive privileges for the carrying of
«passengers between Richmond and Han-
bver, and that It was unlawful for the
Virginia Central to parallel Its tracks

between those two points. The charter
granted to the Richmond, Fredericksburg
and Potomac provided that no succeeding
Legislature should charter a company to
build a rlalroad, the effect of which would
be to diminish the number of passengers
travelling upon the road of the Richmond,
Frcdericksburg and Potomac. The Vir¬
ginia courts declined to grant the Injunc¬
tion, and the Supreme Court affirmed the
decision that the law authorizing the ex¬

tension of the Virginia Central from
Hanover to Richmond was constitutional
and violated no right of tho Richmond,
Frederickaburg and Potomac, and that
upon tho road thus constructed tho Vir¬
ginia Central might lawfully carry
freight.
Tho Richmond, Fredericksburg and Po¬

tomac then brought another suit, filing
a supplemental bill, praying that the ri¬
val company bo enjoined from carrying
possongers over the new road. Again tho
Supreme Court went against the plaintiff.
At an annual meeting held tho following
year, tho Board of Directors of tho Vir¬
ginia Central instructed that a through
passenger route be established from Rich¬
mond to "Washington, via Gordonsvllle
nnd the Orange and Alexandria Hall-
road. This move was the cauBe of
fresh litigation on the part of tho Rich¬
mond, Fredericksburg and Potomac, that
road subsequently bringing suit in the
Virginia courts to recover from tho Vir¬
ginia Central and the Orange pnd Alex¬
andria tho total amount of tho revenue
derived from tho defendant companies for
tho Bale of tickets to and from Richmond
and Washington. In this case the court
decided that tho plaintiffs were entitled
to relief for only such travel betwoon
Washington and Richmond as would
havo gono over their road if those of the
defendant companies had not been In
operation, As the defendants would not
admit that they had carried any such por-
sona over their roads and as there was

no way to prove such a thing, the case

was dropped. Thu« the ancestor of the
Chesapeake and Ohio, the old Virginia
Central, first got Into Washington.

HAD A SMALL BEGINNING.
In discussing the revenues of the road

for the years 1806 and 1837, tho prdsldent
and directors of the Virginia Central
have this to say in their annual report
mentioned above:
"Thé receipts for tho year ending iSOth

of September, 1807, wero not so large as

tho estlmato made In tho report last
year. This can be very naturally ac¬

counted for by lessened amount of trav¬
el between Richmond and Washington
last winter, and tho failure of the crops
usually carried to market over this road.
The wheat crop was baroly an average
one; tho tobacco, below tho .average and
tho torn crop the shortest which lias,
been grown for many years." Th-ä de¬
cline In tho price of wheat nnd the hold¬
ing of It h".ck for future delivery Is also
mentioned as causing a falling off In
tho amount of freight. Going into fig¬
ures wo have the following sums, which
aro startling as compared with railroad
receipts of the present day;
"Last year tho gross receipts wero

$508,413.15; this year, Î&-I0,0:i0.60; boing an

addition of $31,,fll7.G5, realized from tho
use of tweaty miles of road almost ex¬

clusively for paseengers for two months
and twenty days. Tho whole oxpenso
account for the general administration
of tho business of the company amount?
to $310,701.82. It is proper to remark
that tho cost of transporting nearly all
the matorlnls for finishing nhout twen¬
ty miles of road nt tho westorn torrnlnus
and five miles of the Bluo Rldgo Rond Is
Included In this sum, whllo no estimate
in modo of the valuo of tho same In tho
receipts of the rood,"
Then tho report, discussing generally

the Immense benefits that are to be do-

rived from the extension of railroads,
not only by the road Itself but by the
public as well, makes the following pro-
dictions, based upon past results, Inci¬
dentally giving some interesting history:
"In 1847 tho road terminated at Gordon.-;-
vilie, and iras operated only from Han¬
over Junction, a distance of 40 miles, and
tho gross receipts wero 547,tló2.U, less
than $1,000 per mile. In 1855 the road ter¬
minated at Staunton, the whole distance
operated 188 miles, Including tho moun¬

tain track. The gross receipts were

$370.300.08, which Is more than $2,700 per
mile. For a few months In ltC5 the
terminus was at Mlllborough, a distance
of 177 miles, being three-fourths of tho
year at Qoshon, a distance of 170 miles
The receipts were $TjOS,413.15, within a

fraction of $3,000 per mile.
"In 18."i7. on the 10th of July, tho road

was extended for tho transportation of
passengers to Jackson's river, about
twenty miles. There wore carried from
Richmond and Gordonsville 3,783 passen¬
gers to tho springs. In the yoir l.S."i6
there wero carried 2,0G5 passengers, an
lnoroaso of 1,722. This number may be
considered tho increase to tho White Sul¬
phur and Swoet Springs only, us tho tori
minus this year was no nearer to tho oth¬
er springs than It was the year befori."
Then, in tho line of prophesy, wo havo

tho following!
"When this great Central Road is com¬

pleted to tue Kentucky line nnd we are

brought Into connection with Louisville,
Cincinnati nnd tho rich and populous val¬
leys of the Ohio and the Mississippi, .as
the Commonwealth of Virginia stands
bound to do, who can estimate tho enor¬
mous addltloa to tho recolpts of this
company? Tho revenuo is greater now
in ono month than it was in tho whole
year when the road was at Gordonsville.
tho Increase being 1.300 per cent. We
aro now receiving more than half a mil-

lion dollars, and when the central lino
is completed It Is not an extravagant pre¬
diction to say that the whole, taken to-
gother, will recelvo moro in one month
than this company now receives In a

whole year. The experience of tho Bal¬
timore and Ohio road fully Justifies this
opinion."
Even at that early day tho question of

a proper station for Richmond was giv¬
ing tho officials tho samo worry that tho
Chcsapeako and Ohio had boon having In
recent years until tho building of the
Main-Street Station. Witness tho report
of tho superintendent. In thoso days
tho superintendent occupied a posltlo'i
similar to that of the general manager of
to-day, and some of tho statements con¬

tained In his report aro unique when con¬

trasted with tho rallrondlng of tho pres¬
ent. Speaking of the Richmond offices
ho says:
"A new passenger ahcd, with ticket of¬

fice, waiting and refreshment rooms at-'
tached, has been built at Richmond; a

now passenger house at Groenwood, also
a now freight depot and passongor house
nt tho Junction. Tho workshops of tho
company at Richmond aro very badly
located, ana not adequate to tho Increas¬
ing business of tho mod. Having been
intended, In tho first place, to be tom-
porary and built ontlroly of_ wood, their
combustible nature might, at any thno,
causo a loss to tho company of far more

than tho cost of sultablo shops made fire¬
proof. Thoy should at tho same time
be brought nearer to tho general ofllce
of tho company. As now situated It *s
now Impossible for the superintendent to
give thorn that oloso supervision which
their Importance requires."
After this display of how much a su-

porlntondent was oxpeotod to do in those
days, ho conclude«- his report with a
summary of tho machinery owned by tho
company, which will be most amusing to

tho railroad man of to-day:
"Tho company owns thirty locomotives

and tenders, which havo run during the
year 8S1.124 rollos, and havo cost for re¬

pairs 23,010.70, being an average of CJ.f-100
cents per mile run. Tho stock of cars

is as follows: 10 eight-wheel first-class
passenger cars; 7 eight-wheel seconl-
class passenger cars; 8 eight-wheel bag¬
gage and mail cars; 8 eight-wheel freight
and conductors' cotb; 120 eight-wheel
box, freight and stock cars; 30 eight-
wheel platform and gondolo cars; 22
four-wheel gravel cars; 78 four-wheel
box platform and stock cars.

"The four-whool box nn«l platform cars

aro, many of them, of no value except
for ol«I material, their use having been
discontinued except for short distances
from Richmond during: a press of busi¬
ness. There aro somo fifty hand, dirt
nnd crank cars. In use for ropalrs of
road, and several old passengor cars used
for hands working upon tho Uno to livo
on, which are not Included in the above
account
"Tho cost of repairs of pjissengor and

baggago cars for tho year was $0,804.87,
being flvo cents per mllü for tho pas¬
senger trains, or one mill and a half,
approximately, per passenger per mlla.
The coBt of repairs of freight cars was

$17,039.72, being 11.72 canta per mllo run

by freight trans, or nearly four miles
per ton mile of freight transported."
Tho chief engineer. In his report, tells

Interesting things about construction
work In the Alleghnnlea west of Goshon.
A temporary track west of Mlllboro' was

finished at a cost somowhat under the
estimate of $20,000, tho work oolng com¬

pleted about tho first of March, There
was no trouble about tho work, he says,
although ho was unable to obtain the
services of tho mountain engines, which
wero in service in tho Bluo Ridge. "The
transportation of tho iron for the waolo

distance, nearly 2,000 tons, and, of an

equal weight In tics, was effected by the
"Charles Eilet. Jr.," One of the ordinary
freight engines of 1-lxiM inches cylinder,
with a tank fldtod on her boiler similar
to tHo mountain engines. After th9
"Eilet" did most of the work she war-»

out, and tho "Joseph R. Anderson," a

regular mountain engine, took her placo
and finished her work. The greatest
lond drawn by the "Eilet'.', exclusive of
her owrn weight, was about. 80,000 pounds.
The roadmaater submits that It glvesi

him great ploasuro to roport tho roadlng
In good condition, and that ho has gradu-
ally Improved Its genoral condition by
putting in "new white oak tlos to replace
those of white pine, which nro less dur-«
ablo than oak." Ho advisee that there
aro 142 slaves employed upon tho repair--
of the roail, averaging $122.25 (keep),each«,
fourteen of whom are engaged upon the.
train used for supplying tho stations with-
wood and hauling wood to the TJntverslt-yr
and »Charlottesvlllo, and hauling mater¬
ials for repairs, etc.; leaving 12S hand**,
actually engaged upon repairs of laStt;
miles of roatl, not counting -he moun¬

tain track. There» wore sixteen: seotloc-*
masters, at $4C0. per annum. The company,
furnished them houses to Uve in, but the»

system of allovring "them rations liai",
been discontinued.
In conclusion, the hoard of publia

works ha« something to say about tho
Bpeod of tho trains. After a careful
perusal of tho "Railroad Journal" and
a discussion with other railroad mea

thoy find that tho increase of speed on
passenger traína without increase of the
price of tickets cuts down tho net profita
of tho road too much, and therefore roc-

ommond that tho regular ruta of speed
he kopt at twenty miles an hour, In¬
stead of being Increased to more than;
thirty, which they deem excessive aw»
dangerous 1

Let the People Decide the Liquor Question^By sir wilfred LAWSON.
""¦"""¦""""I S temperance advocates, we
/\ base our position on tha truth
* »\ that wo read In tho Biblo that
jÉSÁMi "wine Is a mucker," and the
|gJa**y| truth that "strong drink Is

a betruyor and a deceiver of
those who Indulge In it, and of the na¬
tion In which it has a place."
A deceiver I That Is a bad character

¡for anything. The devil Is sometimes
palled a deceiver, and that Is why Lord
Ítnndolph Churchill calls the ll«iuor traf¬
ic a, devilish and dostructlvo traille. And
fhen wo talk of wine, wo do not mean
wine especially; we mean all those drinks
.which have alcohol for their basis,
People sometimes think one sort of li¬

quor better than another, us If the al¬
cohol lu one class of liquor, would not
to liny harm.
I road the other day of a Blgn which

jald: "Look not upon the wine when It
U red in the cup." But on passing to
the other side one saw the words: 'l3ut
try our beor; It Is a great doal better."
Alcohol is tho same Injurious agent

"whether In beer, wine or spirits. I am
not going too far when I say that, be¬
cause Sir William Gull, one of the great¬
est .physicians of our time, |dealarcd
that lli|Uor wus tho most destructive
pgeut known to tho faculty.
Can tho advocates of tho liquor trafile

paint out a single Individual known to
them who, through the consuming of
nlcnhiilic liquors, hug boon made richer,
wiser, better, happier or more respected?
yerlly net.
On vat «/lucí- luind« did they, not know

what myriads of wasted Uves they had
soon through the consumption of this al¬
coholic poison?
Did not thoy know of blighted lives?.

and those generally were not from the
Inferior or lowest olass of the popula¬
tion. It took our proudest and best.
Oood old Father Mathow said;

"Through drink I have seen the stars of
.heaven fall and the cedars of Lebanon
laid down."
It there lie such an evil In this article,

the duty of the government Is not to
distribute It broadcast, but to protect
tho country from Its ravages.
A wise government tries to protect tho

people from disease and épidémie; it putB
dangerous persons and animals Into
quarantine; it prevents the sale of Inju¬
rious foods, and especially the sale of
poisons.
And yet tho government of Great Brit-,

nlu goes on licensing some lliO.OOO or

100,000 people to dlspepto this drink poi¬
son, and by dispensing it to make large
fortuitos, while the government gets a
groat Amount of taxation.

1 call this making money from poison-
chops. They »night say «nat was e>.ag-
eeratlcin, but It is not so. I was* ut a
meeting recently In Manchester, at -wnioh
tho Bishop of Manchester took the chair,
and at this meeting the bishop called pub-
lie houses "poison-shops."
Those employed, lu úlspenslng Ulla evil

throughout the nation mny be very good
men, and I have nothing to say against
them, but they aro carrying on a busi¬
ness which Is opposed to national free¬
dom, national progress, national prosper¬
ity and national morality,
And so powerful have thoso people

grown by the Immense sums whloh thoy
raise from their monopoly that Lord Itoso-
bery.a very shrewd man.has Bald that
tho people who traded In that poison wore

threatening to throttle the Common¬
wealth.
Mr, Chamberlain also declared that tho

drink trade was a swollen tyranny.
What did Mr. Herbert Gladstone say?

Why, he denounced drinking and said It
must not be forgotten, and It ought to be
mdil at every political meeting In tho
country, that the drink evil at that mo¬
ment remained the greatest curse and the
greatest moñaco whloh thoy had to face.
Tho object of the United Kingdom Alli¬

ance Is to assist In legislating to make
It easy to do right and dlttlcult -to do
.wiong.to remove that roclt of offense
and that stumbling block from their na¬
tional life.
That was tha object l'or whloh the

Untied Kingdom Alliance was established.
Now, there are only three ways of steal¬

ing with tho sale of liquor. Tho first Is
irte trado, but we need not wusto any
time on that.
I do not believe that anybody In the

country would advocate froo trado In the
drink traille. Tho second way is regula¬
tion.
Yet thoro might bo a way of regulating

It; but all I can say Is that no satlsfao-
tory way has boon found out yot during
a period of 1O0 years, and I bollevo they
might go on another 400 years without
«Unding ono, because thoy could not reg¬
íate an irregularity.
The third way Is, and wo aro propared

to say, that prohibition has never failed
to produce satisfactory results wlioro It
has boon fairly tried and honestly ad¬
ministered.
No law would work Itself. Tho United

Kingdom Alliance was In favor of prohi¬
bition, but it did not como forward and
say: "This Is the bill, and wo will havo
no other." No, tho United Kingdom Al¬
liance »leolnred a poiloy and stuck to it,
and loft It to. statesmen to embody tho
principle in legislation.
What tho people of this country want

to do Is to support a poiloy on tho linos
of the late Archbishop of Canterbury's
Addendum. They 'want simply to give
th'J people the weapons with which to.
strlko down tho liquor trnttle.
Thoy wero not saying how It was to bó

carried on, who was to carry It on, or
a-.iy details of that sort, but they wished
tho power to pa placed in the hands of
tho peppla to stop tho Iniquity. They
u>-i'a-d no more, but thoy would tako no
ll'fN.
Many people objected to prohibition, but

I think that wus because of Its ulmpllcityj

no «copa was allowed for argument or

criticism.
A voto would bo taken."drink shops or

no drink shops".und tho publican might
issue notlcea, go before the magistrates,
present blu petition, and so on; but if tho
peoplo said thoy did not want him at all,
thou ho would not bo allowed to continue
ills business. By tho Constitution of tho
country wo aro supposed to bo govornotl
by n Piii'llaniiiiu eluded by tho people,
and once every four or live years they
urn culled upon to elect the Legislature
Bit by bit tliu power of tho trudo Is

being attacked, mid its malevolent influ¬
ence dltiiiuUhi-il, until now thorn Is hardly
a Stute In tho English-spooking world
where some attempt is not being made
to got rid of tho evil.
To my mind there Is nothing more won¬

derful thlln tills universal attack upon
the liquor traillo.
lOvon In 'paris, supposed to bo the head¬

quarters of tho trafile, the Inhabitants
awoke the other morning to find the city
placarded with a bill drawn up by tho
municipal authorities, which drew atten¬
tion to tho evils attendant on drinking
alcohol,
The placard pointed out that the drink

produced uvory kind of evil In thu State
and In Individuals, adding It was not only
brandy and absinthe which were respon¬
sible for the mlsohof, but all drinks, even
those containing alcohol In moderato quan¬
tities, were included.
That placard might'Irivo been drawn up

by the United Kingdom Alliance, for It

contalnod statements aa strong, good and
true us could bo found anywhere,

1 think this Is a wonderful sign of tho
time, und thoy would see what would bo-
come of It. Coming nearer to homo, wo

hnvo some things to encourage us. Look
at our now liquor act paused lost year
by tho Tories.
Wheu I read It I said: "Oh, what a sur¬

prise!" Hero we have a kind of prohi¬
bition bill. How curlousl Hero Is a Par¬
liament which was supposed to bo elected
in tho liquor Interest, a Parllainont which
was supposed to he a tied house.tied to
tho big bruwera to supply suoh legislation
0.0. thuy allowed it to supply, and thin bill
was brought in, whose solo abject Is, us

fur us I iindurtttund It, to curtail tho vol¬
ume of tho liquor trade.
But nobody ought to quarrel with It. I

am euro the llciuor sellers ought to be as

pleased aa anybody, because It was

brought In In their Interests.
Their friend« In tho liquor trade ttfi^o

hint one big Borrow ever since I have
known them, and that was the drunken
man.

It grloved thorn day ntul night. If there
was one thing that mulcted them, that
destroyed tho brightness and pleasure of
their lives, it was the existence of the
drunkard. .,

Then, came good Mr. Ritchie, und said:
"Vou know the ooiisii.ni/iitlvo sov»»rnenmt
haa bocu ,your frlmd. .We will do .what

¦wo- can; wo will get rid of your drunkert
man."
80 Mr. Ritchie sa.li! it was very tempt¬

ing for them to give a man drink, and
then how much they suffered or said they
did.
lie would remove tho temptation. He

would havii snmo men marked with a
black mark who should not bo supplied
with drluk, and would thus lie protected
from them.
In the old «lays It wus very tomptlng

for the liquor man; ho did not want to
be hard on them.
Some years ago wo saw a picture of a

buxom landlady .standing at tho bar of a

public house, und a degraded, rugged
creature standing at Uio door.
The landlady did not like tho looks of

the man, ami called to the potboy, "Put
that lout outl" Tho potboy answered, "He
say« he has four punco in his pooket.
"Thou ask the gcntlemuu what he'll

have."
They know what tho law was.
When the magistrate thought a man

had spent a sufficient timo of his life
drinking, then that Pian was not to have
any more drink supplied him for three
years.tin eternity of misery to many
people, but really for tliuir own good.

lli'i'i- good Mr. lilt--in,1 has arranged
a plan for curing tlui drunkard, but wlui<c
tho United Kingdom Alliance offer* U
a plan for saving the drunkurd buforu .h«)
become* drunk.
Plu.'JUtleu IS bv'Ukll- lliJ.'i UIU4


